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Future of A303

Across WiltshireAcross Wiltshire

• Wiltshire Council has been promoting improvements to 
A 303 in Partnership with Devon and Somerset County 
Councils since 2012.

• Objective is to encourage economic growth and 
i ili f t t li k t S th W timprove resilience of transport links to South West.

• The initiative is now supported by many Local 
Authorities and all Local Enterprise Partnerships in the 
South West 
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Future of A303

A Wilt hiAcross Wiltshire

• Meetings have been held with many stakeholders to 
raise awareness.

• In 2013 a prospectus was produced by Wiltshire, 
Somerset and Devon to make the case for improvements 
to A303.

• In 2013 government announced a feasibility study 
looking at the whole route.



09/07/14

3



09/07/14

4

Background

• Following 2013 Spending Review, Government announced that it will identify 
and fund solutions to tackle some of the most notorious and long-standing 

d h t t i th t b d ti 6 f ibilit t di

A303 Improvements – 2014 Study

road hot spots in the country by conducting 6 feasibility studies: 

– The A27 corridor (incl. Arundel and Worthing)

– The A303/A30/A358 corridor

– The A1 North of Newcastle

– The A1 Newcastle-Gateshead Western Bypass

– Trans-Pennine routes

– The A47 corridor

• Studies progressed alongside the Highways Agency’s Route Strategy 
programme. 

• Outcomes inform future roads investment decisions as part of the Roads 
Investment Strategy development process. 

• Study Aim: to identify the opportunities and 
understand the case for future investment

A303 Improvements – 2014 Study

understand the case for future investment 
solutions on the A303/A30/A358 corridor that are 
deliverable, affordable and offer value for money.
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Stage 1 Review of evidence and identification of 
problems along the corridor 

Complete by end of 
March 2014

A303 Improvements – 2014 Study

Stage 2 Work to finalise the range of infrastructure 
proposals that could address the 
problems along the corridor 

Complete by end of 
July 2014

Stage 3 Work to assess the affordability, value for 
money and deliverability of prioritised 
infrastructure proposals 

Complete by autumn 
2014

• Improvements to A303 considered over many decades

• 2002  - London to South West and South Wales Multi-Modal Study 

A303 Improvements – 2014 Study

(SWARMMS). 

• 2007 - The cancellation of the Amesbury to Berwick Down Scheme 
(Stonehenge) - the SWARMMS strategy could no longer be pursued

• 2011 - A303 Working Group established

• 2013 - A303 Working Group presented findings, resulted in A303 Scoping 
St dStudy

- Following the 2013 Spending Review Government announced that it 
would identify and fund solutions to tackle some of the country’s most 
notorious hotspots.

• 2014 - January: Initial Stakeholder Meeting

- April: Scope Finalised
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• Part of HA SRN (except 
A358)

• Part of TEN-T network

A303 Improvements – 2014 Study

• Strategic importance to 
access South West

• 195 km

• 63% Dualled, 37% Single 
carriageway

• Speed limits 30 – 70mph

• Strategic and local function

• Route Usageg

• Business

• commute

• other

• leisure

• HGV proportion 8-11%

• High seasonal impact

• Considered following factors/measures of 
performance

A303 Improvements – 2014 Study

– Traffic Flow

– Congestion and “Stress”

– Journey Time Reliability 

– Safety

Environmental considerations– Environmental considerations

• Comprehensive robust and current data used 
derived from HA, DfT, Defra and Local Authority 
sources.
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Current Average Daily Traffic Flows
(October 2013)

2013 Summer Additional Traffic 
(to October Average)
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Current 2013 Neutral Month Stress

Current 2013 Summer Month Stress
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Based on HA On Time Reliability Measure against a historic reference travel time.

Journey Time Reliability

Fatal and Serious Accident Locations:
Unimproved Sections

[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

A303 Amesbury to Berwick Down 
(Stonehenge)

A303 Wylye to Stockton Wood

A303 Chicklade Bottom to Mere

A303 Sparkford to Ilchester

A303 Podimore Roundabout

A303 Cartgate Roundabout

[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

A303 South Petherton to 
Southfields

A358 Southfields to M5 (Junction 
25)

A303 Southfields to Honiton

NB. This does not take into account differential section lengths
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Environmental Key Considerations

Cultural Heritage

• Stonehenge WHS

Noise

• 23 First Priority Locations

Landscape and Boidiversity associated with AONBs at 

• Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs

• Blackdown Hills

Future Traffic Flow Growth
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2021

Future Year Stress Levels

2041

• Stage 1 has examined route conditions based on congestion, journey 
times, safety and environmental considerations.

• Clearly the single carriageway sections experience the worst conditions

Evidenced Need for Intervention

• Building on the growth agenda for the region conditions will deteriorate

• The following key sections have initially been identified for further 

investigation in Stage 2:
– Amesbury to Berwick Down

– Chicklade Bottom to Mere

– Sparkford to Ilchester

South Petherton to Southfields– South Petherton to Southfields

– Southfields to Honiton

• Traffic modelling will fine tune the assessment of impacts and solutions

• No definitive solution for sections identified


